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John 1:1-5 

The Living Word 

John 1:1-5 (HCSB) 
1
 In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.  
2
 He was with God in the beginning.  

3
 All things were created through Him,  

and apart from Him not one thing was created  

that has been created.  
4
 Life was in Him,  

and that life was the light of men.  
5
 That light shines in the darkness,  

yet the darkness did not overcome it.  

Gene Getz Video 

Hyperlink 

http://www2.bhpublishinggroup.com/QR/GetzBible/1105/ 

Lesson Principle 

When communicating the message of salvation, words, ideas, and 

concepts should be used that help listeners clearly understand 

God’s eternal and never-changing truth. 

Lesson Reflection 

What does it really mean to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to 

receive Him as personal Savior? 

Video Recap 

The apostle John practiced this principle when he described the 

Lord Jesus Christ using the Greek term logos, translated “Word” in 

English.  

 His Jewish audience would be familiar with the term logos 

since this idea was associated with the personification of 

God’s revelation in the Greek Old Testament.  

o For example, the psalmist wrote, “He sends His 

command throughout the earth; His word runs 

swiftly.”  

 God’s spoken Word has taken on personality 

as it “runs swiftly”. 
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Video Recap (continued) 

John’s Gentile audience 

 —especially those educated in Greek philosophy— 

 Would also be familiar with the term logos since the Stoics 

used this word to describe “ultimate intelligence” and  

o The “controlling reason of the universe.”  

o In essence, these philosophers were discussing what 

they believed was a universal principle,  

 But not an all-knowing, all-powerful and 

ever present personality.  

Video Recap (continued) 

John purposely chose the word logos to describe the Lord Jesus 

Christ, because… 

 It was a familiar word that was often used in both the 

religious and the philosophical circles of his day.  

 His purpose was to convey a whole new message of truth.  

o With divine revelation inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

John explained who the logos really is: 

 God Himself who has been revealed in 

Jesus Christ. 

Video Recap (continued) 

It’s important to understand that when John used this freedom with 

language, he did not mix truth with error.  

 He was not absorbing false religious and pagan concepts 

into his divine message, which would be syncretism.  

o Rather, he was explaining and proclaiming a 

theology and a philosophy of life that has as its 

heart and center the Lord Jesus Christ.  

o Even though John employed a word the Greeks 

used to propagate error, he gave it a meaning that 

communicated the greatest reality in the universe— 

 that Jesus Christ and the Father are One.  

Disciple Study Bible 

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God 

John 1:1 (MSG) 

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the 

Word. The Word was God,  

Jesus is explicitly called the Word (logos) in this verse.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
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 The idea of Jesus as Word is one of the most significant 

insights about Christ in the New Testament.  

o Word of God has roots in the Old Testament word 

of the Lord revealed to and through the prophets.  

 By the word or speech of God the world was 

formed and the will of God accomplished 

(Ge 1:3). 

Genesis 1:3 (MSG) 

God spoke: "Light!" And light appeared.  

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God (continued) 

Another Old Testament idea related to word is the notion of 

wisdom, the personified knowledge of God (Pr 8:22-26).  

Proverbs 8:22-26 (ICB) 

"I, wisdom, was with God when he began his work. This was 

before he made anything else long ago. I was appointed in the very 

beginning, even before the world began. I began before there were 

oceans. There were no springs overflowing with water. I began 

before the hills were there. The mountains had not even been put in 

place. God still had not made the earth or fields. He had not even 

made the first dust of the earth. 

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God (continued) 

These Old Testament ideas are given full meaning and substance 

by John's declaration that the Word became flesh (Jn 1:14). 

John 1:14 (MSG) 

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 

neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-

kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true 

from start to finish.  

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God (continued) 

The Greeks tended to associate word (logos) with mind, rational 

thought.  

 They talked of a rational pattern implanted in the universe.  

o John used the term logos to build a bridge of 

understanding between the Greek and Hebrew 

cultures, uniting all of these ideas in applying them 

to Jesus. 

 Jesus is God's plan for the world,  

 God's action agent who secures what God 

wants done,  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+1%3A20-33
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+1%3A20-33
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
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 The application of God's wisdom.  

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God (continued) 

Christ unites creation and redemption.  

 As the Word became flesh,  

o Jesus was God in human form communicating 

God's will in all He said and did.  

o He embodied ultimate truth.  

 To communicate or proclaim about God is 

to point to Jesus. 

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Word of God (continued) 

Only in Jesus can life and the universe be seen as rational and 

meaningful.  

 Human speech cannot adequately communicate God.  

o The Word become flesh can,  

o did, and  

o does: 

 Show us the Father. 

1:1-4 REVELATION, Jesus Christ 

John 1:1-4 (MSG)   

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the 

Word. The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. 

Everything was created through him; nothing—not one thing!— 

came into being without him. What came into existence was Life, 

and the Life was Light to live by. 

Jesus is the Word of revelation alive in human flesh.  

 His revelation did not begin at birth in Bethlehem.  

o He has been actively revealing God since creation 

in which He was active.  

 He shows the nature of the life God creates. 

1:3 CREATION, The Trinity 

John 1:3 (ICB) 

All things were made through him. Nothing was made without 

him. 

All three members of the Trinity were present at the creation.  

 The Father spoke the world into being.  

 The Spirit was hovering over the waters (Ge 1:2).  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A1
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Genesis 1:2 (MSG) 

Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky 

blackness. God's Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.  

1:3 CREATION, The Trinity (continued) 

All of it happened, however, through the agency of the Son,  

 The Word made flesh.  

o The world was created in order that its inhabitants 

might bring glory to the Creator.  

o This can be done only as we give full allegiance to 

the Son, who was with the Father from the 

beginning and  

 Is the Father's final Word concerning 

Himself (Heb 1:1-2). 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (ICB) 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets. He 

spoke to them many times and in many different ways. And now in 

these last days God has spoken to us through his Son. God has 

chosen his Son to own all things. And he made the world through 

the Son. 

1:4-5 JESUS CHRIST, Light 

John 1:4-5 (ICB) 

In him there was life. That life was light for the people of the 

world. The Light shines in the darkness. And the darkness has not 

overpowered the Light. 

Life involves conflict between God, who is good, and evil powers.  

 Evil is darkness, shutting out opportunity to see or know 

good.  

o God is the source of light which exposes evil for 

what it is.  

 Jesus is that light in person exposing the evil 

of the world and pointing the way to God.  

1:4 JESUS CHRIST, Life 

John 1:4 (MSG) 

What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live 

by.  

Life is more than physical functioning of the body.  

 Life involves personal relationship and meaning.  
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o Full life includes relationship with God.  

 In this sense Jesus is the source of life.  

 He lived the fullest human life ever lived.  

o He is the link to the Creator of life.  

 By His death, He enabled sinners to inherit 

eternal life.  

Questions and Comments 

With time remaining, let’s discuss: 

What does it really mean to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to 

receive Him as personal Savior? 


