
A BETTER COUNTRY – LESSON 1 

“They were longing for a better country – a Heavenly one…” Hebrews 11:16 

 
These words speak to a restless yearning in our souls – for a place where we will 
finally be at peace, a place where everything will be perfect…a place of rest, joy 
and unending adventure. Perhaps you have felt this way too. If not, I pray that 
you soon will. You’ll find yourself in very good company. 
 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Rahab, David, Samuel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah, Jonah, Elijah, Elisha…found themselves seeking, thinking about, desiring 
a better country – a world vastly different than the one they were experiencing.   
 
Even while he lived in the Promised Land, Abraham was looking forward to living 
in another country. But it was no ordinary country: “…for he was looking for the 
city which has foundations, whose Architect and Builder was God.” (Heb 11:10) 
 
We’ve often been warned not to “be so heavenly-minded as to be no earthly 
good.” For the record, it is absolutely impossible to be so heavenly minded that 
we’re no earthly good. In fact, it’s the opposite of what the Bible teaches. We are 
told to put Heaven in the very forefront of our thinking. “Since then you have 
been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things.” (Col 
3:1-2). 
 
The Word of God speaks to this many times…“Our real treasure is in Heaven 
where neither moth nor rust destroys…” (Matt 6:19-20) 
 
What caused the sadness in the rich young ruler when Jesus encouraged him to 
sell all he had, give it to the poor and come and follow Him? (Matt 19:16-25) 
It was his loose grip on the truth of Heaven…This life was more real and 
immediate and he could not, by faith, appropriate the reality and truth of 
Heavenly certainties. Among the several things that affected this man’s thinking; a 
weak view of Heaven was near the top. 
 
 



The point here is clear – we cannot completely look forward to, cannot embrace, 
cannot point our lives toward…a place that we know very little about…Because it 
is precisely your belief or doubt about the reality of Heaven that drives many of 
your important decisions and your values. Think about that for a moment. 
 
C.S. Lewis said, “A continual looking forward to the eternal world is not a form of 
escapism or wishful thinking but is one of the things a Christian is meant to do.” 
What we’re wishing for…what we’re longing for…is that better country, even if we 
don’t recognize it as that. 
 
Teaching Point #1 – We’ve absorbed wrong information about Heaven for years. 
 

 It exists 

 It’s a great place 

 I’ll be there forever 

 It’s sterile and white with lots of clouds 

 People sit on clouds and play harps all day 

 The music is probably all classical and I don’t understand classical 

 It’s not hell 
 
Growing up and through the years, we’ve heard a lot of talk about how you get to 
Heaven but very little about what “there” is like. Only in retrospect does that 
seem strange…yet it is the ultimate destination of every born-again Christian. 
 
We desperately want to be rid of our sin nature and be with Christ but we’ve had 
very little further itinerary for Heaven. What will I find in Heaven that will excite 
me – forever? That’s a tall order and an intimidating prospect. 
 
Forever is a very long time to live anywhere…what if I get bored after the first 
million years?? You get the point…This may sound slightly sacrilegious to say…but 
it’s a serious consideration. Earth is familiar. Earth is home. Earth we love. 
 
When we think about Heaven, we start to get a little homesick for earth…and we 
feel guilty about it. And on and on and on... 
 
 



If the truth be told, we would be perfectly happy if God decided to stick with 
earth and just get rid of the curse of sin that makes living here so painful and 
dangerous. Most of us would vote right now to have Eden restored on earth 
rather than having to spend eternity in some unknown celestial city in the sky. 
 
If you’ve ever felt that way, I have some extremely Good News for you…That is 
precisely what a loving God has been planning to do all along! Hallelujah!! 
 
 
Teaching Point #2 – Thinking Seriously About Heaven 
 
WHICH HEAVEN? 
 

1. The atmospheric heaven. The word “heaven” can be used to refer to the 
sky, the space surrounding the earth to a height of six miles. This is the idea 
of looking into the “heavenlies” (Deut 33:13; Isa 55:10). 
 

2. The celestial heaven. This refers to the realm of the sun, moon, stars, 
planets and galaxies (Gen 1:1; Ps 33:6). 
 

3. The Dwelling Place of God. This what Paul was referring to in 2 Corinthians 
12:2 as the “Third Heaven” and what Jesus called “Paradise” (Ps 2:4;           
Isa 66:1; Matt 6:9; Rev 4:1ff). 
 

It is in this third sense that we are speaking of Heaven as our better country…the 
dwelling place of God the Father, the place where Jesus the Christ has gone (past 
tense) to prepare for us to live with Him forever (John 14:1-4). 
 
Your greatest ambitions and adventures on earth will pale next to what lies ahead 
in the better country. Your deepest joy and greatest longings on earth will lose 
their luster when you discover what God has planned – and this is only from the 
“teasers” that God has provided for us in the Scriptures! 
 
 
 



Heaven will be perfect for you because the One who made both you and it is 
perfect. Joys you haven’t imagined, ambition you never thought in your wildest 
dreams you could fulfill and unending discovery of your new, eternal World and 
its eternal Creator are your future. The Creator of Heaven Himself will show you 
the wonders of it. 
 
God made us for earth and He knew that we would love it! He was right. The 
better country was made for you as well, but it is, by definition (as Paul said), 
“Better by far.” Let all that sink in. Seriously. Just stop and meditate on that. 
 
The Word of God tells us far more about the better country than many of us 
realize. If you are a Christian, it is your country; you are already a citizen. You are 
on the rolls of Heaven because your name has been written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. It will be, in an odd way, both new and familiar. 
 
Your personal and unique home is there, yours alone…designed by the God who 
loved you enough to die for you and who rose again from the dead as a promise 
and proof of the resurrection to come. 
 
Importantly, preparing for Heaven today is one of our main callings as Christians. 
Some of us will be entering the better country soon…others will have to wait a 
while. Learning about what the Bible says about your real country will change 
your life…we won’t understand everything but even glimpses will be amazing! 
 
Maybe…more importantly…when you begin to learn what God has planned for 
you, your understanding of His infinite, tender, eternal and unconditional love 
for you will become much clearer. 
 
THAT IS THE HOPE THAT I HAVE FOR ALL OF US AS WE TAKE THIS INCREDIBLE 
JOURNEY THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES TO DISCOVER AND BEHOLD ALL WE CAN 
ABOUT THAT PLACE…THAT ACTUAL PLACE WHERE GOD AND YOU AND I WILL 
LIVE TOGETHER FOR ETERNITY…HEAVEN. 
 
The Journey continues… 
 
 


