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Book of John 

An Introduction 

Date of writing: A.D. 90 

The apostle John wrote this Gospel, three Epistles, and the book of 

Revelation.  

 Jesus called John and his brother James the Sons of Thunder  

 They lived up to that name with their aggressive ambition.  

o After the resurrection, when they fully understood and 

believed who Jesus Christ was,  

 They boldly dedicated their lives to 

ministry.  

 James was the first of the apostles to be martyred,  

o Whereas John served faithfully into old age.  

John teaches us principles of bold, lifelong ministry 

John brought out the fact that for many who began following Jesus, 

coming to full faith in Him was a process.  

 The people Jesus healed may at first have merely believed 

that Jesus was a prophet, a man from God.  

o Some religious leaders were intrigued by Jesus but 

were reluctant to give their lives to Him for fear of 

losing their status or indeed their lives.  

o Even the apostles initially only acknowledged that 

Jesus was the Messiah.  

o True faith goes beyond merely recognizing facts.  

 Like Thomas, we each need to confess that 

Jesus is “my Lord and my God.” 

John teaches us principles of the growth of faith 

In his Gospel and Epistles, John emphasized love and unity in the 

body of Christ, the church.  
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 Jesus called His followers to love one another.  

o This was to be the trait by which the rest of the world 

could recognize them.  

o Today when Christians fight and split, it cripples our 

witness, but  

o When we display love and unity,  

 Unbelievers are attracted by what they see.  

John teaches us principles of winsome fellowship 

John told us why he wrote his Gospel.  

 He recorded seven miracles that Jesus performed, saying that 

they were signs.  

 He said that Jesus actually performed many more signs, but 

that he wrote down these seven as ample evidence for his 

readers to “believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

by believing you may have life in His name.”  

 Though Jesus is no longer physically walking on earth today, 

the witness of Scripture and the conviction of the Holy Spirit 

is all we need in order to come to know that Jesus is God and 

to have faith in Him for eternal life.  

Theological Setting 

The Gospel of John explores what it means to confess that Jesus is 

“the Christ, the Son of God” (20:31).  

John 20:31 (NIV)   

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 This Gospel was written for a local church that had been 

closely related to Judaism.  

o When the Jewish community began to take steps to 

expel those who confessed Jesus, the Christians 

formed a separate community.  

o As a separate community, the Christians had to 

define what it meant to confess Jesus.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+20%3A31
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o They needed answers for their continuing debate 

with the Jewish community.  

o They were concerned about those who remained 

behind in the synagogue, who believed secretly,  

 Fearing what would happen if they 

confessed Christ publicly. 

The Struggles 

The Gospel of John, therefore, detailed the struggle of various 

individuals who were confronted both by Jesus and by the Jewish 

authorities:  

 Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, the man at the Pool of 

Bethesda, and the blind man.  

 As these persons moved step-by-step toward faith, the 

Gospel of John unfolds the meaning of faith and the 

reasons why some never believe.  

 Repeatedly, the Gospel calls for public confession of one's 

faith (1:19; 11:27). 

John 1:19 (MSG)   

When Jews from Jerusalem sent a group of priests and officials to 

ask John who he was, he was completely honest.  

John 11:27 (MSG)   

“Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God who comes into the world.”  

Individuals and Groups 

John used individuals and groups to represent various responses to 

Jesus and, thereby, to lead readers to the response of faith.  

 Through the response of “the Jews” to Jesus, John 

explained the reasons for unbelief.  

o Some were not given, called, drawn, or chosen. 

 These love darkness rather than light.  

o Their works are evil.  

 They seek human glory rather than the glory 

of God. 

 For John, these are the characteristics of unbelief  

o The Gospel that proclaims God's love for the world  

 Should never be interpreted as condoning 

hatred or persecution of the Jewish people. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A27
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A Better Understanding 

The Gospel of John also reflects a struggle to find a better 

understanding of who Jesus was,  

 For others held differing understandings concerning Jesus.  

o John's church faced several options.  

o Each option contains an element of truth, but did 

not include the whole truth about Jesus.  

 John wrote to show the total picture of 

Jesus, who is Truth. 

Jesus, the miracle Worker 

Some Christians, like the “super apostles” Paul refuted, 

 Apparently believed Jesus was primarily a miracle Worker.  

 For them, following Jesus meant imitating His miracles 

with mighty works and glory of their own.  

 John interpreted both Jesus' miracles and His death and 

resurrection as “signs” that point to a higher,  

o spiritual reality— 

 Jesus as God's incarnate Son. 

Jesus, the wisdom Teacher 

Alongside the four Gospels, collections of the sayings and 

discourses of Jesus circulated in the early church.  

 Those who used only collections of sayings apparently 

diminished the significance of both Jesus' miracles and His 

death and resurrection.  

o For them, following Jesus meant living by His 

teachings, His wisdom.  

o John showed his church that Christianity was more 

than good ethics.  

o John included large blocks of Jesus' sayings and 

discourses but used the form of a narrative Gospel 

with miracles and an account of Jesus' death and 

resurrection.  

 The Gospel, therefore, centers on the person 

and work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

Jesus, the crucified Messiah 
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Mark and Paul, each in his own way, emphasized the suffering, 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 John also emphasized Jesus' death and resurrection.  

o For John, the death of Jesus was His “hour” that 

glorified His Father.  

 His death on the cross, therefore, was His 

exaltation, His “lifting up”. 

Jesus, the divine Revealer 

The Gnostics believed Jesus had come to enlighten our spirits so 

that we might be delivered from this world and  

 From the prison of our fleshly bodies, since the world of 

spirit and flesh were opposed to one another.  

o Because flesh was material, and the material world 

was inherently evil, the Gnostics reasoned, Jesus 

did not actually become flesh but came as a god 

striding upon the earth.  

o He imparted a saving knowledge.  

 Being illuminated by His revelation would 

free persons to ascend to the world above.  

A Threat 

Evidently, early stages of Gnostics teachings threatened John's 

church.  

 John affirmed Jesus as the eternal, divine Redeemer comes 

from heaven, but he also affirmed that Jesus became flesh.  

o As such, He performed miracles that were signs to 

His divine identity and taught His disciples the way 

to the Father.  

o John climaxed his Gospel with the death and 

resurrection of Christ, pointing to the kingship of 

Jesus.  

The Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit or Paraclete had been active in and was working 

through the writing of the Gospel.  

 The Gospel of John would remind Christians what Jesus 

had taught and would teach them— 

o Things they did not yet understand.  
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o As a result, the Gospel writer expected that:  

1. the community of believers would be 

strengthened,  

2. secret Jewish believers who remained within 

Judaism would be encouraged to make a 

public confession of their faith,  

3. followers of John the Baptist would see that 

he had borne witness to Jesus, and  

4. The church would be able to reject false 

teachings about Jesus. 

Contemporary Teaching  

In its simplest form, the message of the Gospel of John is this:  

 Jesus revealed the Father so that by living in faithful 

response to that revelation we may have the Life that comes 

from God.  

 Therefore, the Gospel of John calls us:  

1. to trust that the highest truth about God, ourselves, 

and the purpose of life has been revealed by Jesus;  

2. to confess our faith in Jesus as “the Christ, the Son 

of God” so that we may be born again, from above;  

3. to nourish our new life by feeding on the revelation 

that has come through Jesus;  

4. to maintain the new commandment of love for one 

another, as He loved us;  

5. to share life and worship in community, as sheep in 

His pasture or branches of His vine;  

6. to be sensitive and responsive to the presence of the 

Holy Spirit within us and among us; and  

7. to bear a true and faithful witness to the world that 

has not yet accepted its blindness.  

Our Response 

Only by such a response to the love of God,  

 Revealed in the life of Jesus,  

o Can we experience life that is marked by the 

abiding Spirit of God.  

o Our present experience of that life, moreover,  

 is only the beginning of eternal life. 


