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John 1:29-51 

Seeking the Truth 

John 1:29-51 (HCSB) 

The Lamb of God 
29

 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Here 

is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30

 This is 

the One I told you about: ‘After me comes a man who has 

surpassed me, because He existed before me.’ 
31

 I didn’t know 

Him, but I came baptizing with water so He might be revealed to 

Israel.”  

32
 And John testified, “I watched the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and He rested on Him. 
33

 I didn’t know Him, 

but He who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The One you 

see the Spirit descending and resting on—He is the One who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34

 I have seen and testified that He is 

the Son of God!”  

35
 Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 

36
 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of 

God!”  

37
 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 

38
 

When Jesus turned and noticed them following Him, He asked 

them, “What are you looking for?”  

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are 

You staying?”  

39
 “Come and you’ll see,” He replied. So they went and saw where 

He was staying, and they stayed with Him that day. It was about 10 

in the morning.  

40
 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard 

John and followed Him. 
41

 He first found his own brother Simon 

and told him, “We have found the Messiah!” (which means 

“Anointed One”), 
42

 and he brought Simon to Jesus.  

When Jesus saw him, He said, “You are Simon, son of John. You 

will be called Cephas” (which means “Rock”).  

Philip and Nathanael 
43

 The next day He decided to leave for Galilee. Jesus found Philip 

and told him, “Follow Me!”  
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44
 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and 

Peter. 
45

 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the 

One Moses wrote about in the Law (and so did the prophets): Jesus 

the son of Joseph, from Nazareth!”  

46
 “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Nathanael asked 

him.  

“Come and see,” Philip answered.  

47
 Then Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said about 

him, “Here is a true Israelite; no deceit is in him.”  

48
 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 

you,” Jesus answered.  

49
 “Rabbi,” Nathanael replied, “You are the Son of God! You are 

the King of Israel!”  

50
 Jesus responded to him, “Do you believe ⌊only⌋ because I told 

you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

this.” 
51

 Then He said, “I assure you: You will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 

Man.” 

Gene Getz Video 

Hyperlink 

http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com/QR/GetzBible/1107 

Lesson Principle 

Even though we may be in the process of discovering who Jesus 

really is, we should invite others to join us in this exciting 

adventure. 

Lesson Reflection 

How would you explain where you are in your own spiritual 

journey? Who might you invite to join you in your search for 

truth? 

Video Recap 

We see this principle illustrated several times in these opening 

scenes.  

 John the Baptist eventually discovered Jesus’ true identity  

o And introduced Him to others as “the Lamb of God, 

… 

 who takes away the sin of the world!” 
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Video Recap (continued) 

John proceeded to introduce two of his own disciples to Jesus.  

 These men spent a day with the Savior and became 

convinced that He was “the Messiah.”  

o Andrew, initially one of John’s disciples, in turn 

introduced his brother, Peter, to Jesus.  

Video Recap (continued) 

We next meet Philip, who may have been the unnamed disciple 

who also spent the day with Jesus.  

 He in turn introduced his friend, Nathaniel, to the Lord. 

o Though Nathaniel initially doubted Philip’s 

declaration,  

 Through a divine encounter he became 

convinced that Jesus was “the Son of God!” 

Video Recap (continued) 

Even though these men confessed belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

they did not have a full understanding of who this God-man really 

was—and is!  

 Yet, they asked others to join them in their search for truth.  

o God certainly honored their quest and their desire to 

help others discover who Jesus really is.  

 Together, those men eventually became true 

believers. 

Disciple Study Bible 

DSB 1:29, 36 JESUS CHRIST, Lamb of God 

A lamb symbolized the Jewish sacrifices (Ex 12:21). 

Exodus 12:21 (MSG) 

Moses assembled all the elders of Israel. He said, “Select a lamb 

for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 

 The Suffering Servant was pictured as a sacrificial lamb. 

 Jesus took up all the rich symbolism of Jewish sacrifice on 

Himself,  

o Dying as the Passover Lamb,  

o Leading out of slavery to sin, and  

o Suffering as the Servant for the sins of many.  

 Through Christ the Lamb atonement is 

available. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A36
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+12%3A3-4


4 

 

DSB 1:29-31 REVELATION, Jesus Christ 

God worked out a plan of revelation. 

 He introduced the Old Testament system of sacrifices to 

help people know their need of salvation and the means to 

restore right relationship with God.  

o He sent John to prepare the way for Jesus and 

testify about Him.  

o He sent Jesus to accomplish what the sacrificial 

system introduced- 

 Saving relationship to God. 

DSB 1:33 REVELATION, Spirit 

God revealed to John that he would see the Spirit come to the 

Messiah.  

 At Jesus' baptism, the Spirit of God revealed Jesus as the 

Son of God to John.  

o He then revealed this to others through his 

testimony.  

o The revelation chain here included private 

experience with God,  

 The Spirit's testimony, and John's human 

witness. 

DSB 1:38 EDUCATION, Jesus 

John 1:38 (MSG) 

Jesus looked over his shoulder and said to them, “What are you 

after?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are 

you staying?”  

In the Gospels, Jesus is often called “Rabbi.” 

 Here John translated the term for his Gentile readers. It 

means “Teacher.” 

 The ultimate authority for Christians is Jesus Christ.  

o No one can take His place as Teacher, for only He 

totally fulfilled God's purposes.  

o His followers are not to compete for positions or 

tides.  

 They are to serve Him by serving one 

another. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A29-31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A33
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A38
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DSB 1:41 EVANGELISM, Personal 

John 1:41 (MSG) 

The first thing he did after finding where Jesus lived was find his 

own brother, Simon, telling him, "We've found the Messiah" (that 

is, "Christ"). 

Personal evangelism creates a chain of witnesses.  

 John pointed Andrew to Christ.  

o Andrew brought his brother Simon to Jesus.  

o Andrew used a simple personal testimony to win his 

brother.  

 We who know the Savior need to tell others 

and create a chain of witnesses. 

DSB 1:51 JESUS CHRIST, Son of Man 

John 1:51 (MSG)   

Before this is over you're going to see heaven open and God's 

angels descending to the Son of Man and ascending again. 

Jesus was the ladder connecting heaven and earth and bringing 

heavenly revelation to earth (Ge 28:12). 

Genesis 28:12 (MSG) 

Jacob at Bethel… 

And he dreamed: A stairway was set on the ground and it reached 

all the way to the sky; angels of God were going up and going 

down on it. 

 In His ministry the disciples knew God was present with 

His people. 

Questions and Comments 

With time remaining, let’s discuss: 

How would you explain where you are in your own spiritual 

journey? Who might you invite to join you in your search for 

truth? 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A41
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+28%3A12

